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awild2014@gmail.com 
 

St Luke’s, Tiptree:   

https://www.facebook.com/

tiptreestlukes 

Contacts  

Deadline for the next edition: April/May 2022 
Sunday 6th March 2022. 

 

Items for the magazine: can be emailed to thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or 
delivered to St Luke’s Parish Office or sent to m.borgartz@btinternet.com 

Revd Anne-Marie  @RectorTiptree  

Team account:      @ThurWinChurches 

Team Administrator for enquiries for all churches in the group 
Christine Hall   819557 (Tues and Thurs & Parish Office answer machine,  
     10.00am to 12.30pm)  Mobile: 07421 078981  
     (Tues, Wed & Thurs with voicemail, 10.00am to 12.30pm 

   thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com          

www.thurstablewinstree.org 



3 

 

 
 

You will no doubt have heard of the death of Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu on 26th December. I had the privilege of hearing him preach 
at St Albans when I was working in a parish in Hertfordshire. He 
was one of those highly engaging speakers it is almost impossible 
not to listen to. He was a man full of laughter who had learned not 
to take himself too seriously while taking very seriously indeed 
issues of injustice and prejudice. 

 

I heard him tell a story that he often told in many different places, about a group of 
people living by a river. One day they found some people in the river, calling for help, so 
they fished them out, warmed them up and took care of them. But the next day, there 
were more people in the river, so they fished these out too. The same thing kept on 
happening day after day until, eventually, some of them decided to go upriver to find 
out why people kept falling in. Further up the river, they found a place where the path 
alongside the river had worn away and the banks were slippery. That was where people 
kept falling in. Fishing people out of the river every day was helping those people, but 
wasn’t solving the actual problem. So often we make the same mistake. We tackle the 
consequences of the problem, not the root. We need to go upriver and find out what is 
causing the problem. 

 

So many people have been retelling this story in the days since Desmond Tutu’s death. 
It is a story that will live on. It reminds us of his commitment to getting to the heart of 
what is causing a problem and then doing something about it. He believed in tackling 
injustice wherever he found it. He is best known for his work in helping South Africa 
come to terms with its apartheid past, but he was also a strong advocate for LGBTQ+ 
rights. He recognised them as people who were often excluded by systems, just as 
South Africa’s black people were for so long. He believed we could all make a 
difference. Another saying of his that has often been quoted in recent weeks is this: 
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.” If you haven’t settled on a new year’s resolution yet, doing your 
little bit of good where you are might be one you could keep. 

 

Anne-Marie 

FROM THE TEAM RECTOR 
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Living in Love and Faith invites the whole Church to journey together in learning, 
listening and discerning how and what questions of identity, sexuality, relation-
ships and marriage need to be addressed in the life of the Church 

The course is informative, thoughtful, challenging and engaging. It invites us to 
learn, reflect and pray together. It aims to help us think more deeply about what it 
means to be human and about how to live in love and faith. 

All round us we see changing understandings of human identity, changing patterns 
in relationships and families, changing sexual attitudes and activity. What does it 
mean for followers of Jesus to walk in love, faith and holiness today? 

It is also our opportunity to listen and to learn and then to feedback to the nation-
al church on these important issues. Please do consider joining me if you can! 

Liz will be running the 5 week Living in Love and Faith course via Zoom on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm beginning on 9th March 2022. The sessions 

will be: 

Wednesday 9th March – Learning together. 

Wednesday 16th March - Identity 

Wednesday 23rd March - Relationships 

Wednesday 30th March - Sex 

Wednesday 6th April – Life together 

 

For login details please email liz_barnes@sky.com 
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Lent Bible Studies 2022 
During Lent there are two opportunities to take part in the Lent Bible Study at the Tiptree 
end of the team.  These are: 

Tuesdays at 8 pm on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558595078?pwd=VmR1RUlUcDVuRFZFczRhYkJZZmZldz09 
 

Or Thursdays 11 am in St Luke’s Church 

God at Work in the Lives of Women 

Tues 8 & Thurs 10 March:   Hannah: Chosen and appointed to bear fruit  
       led by Jonathan Greenwood 
 

Tues 15 & Thurs 17 March:   Ruth: God’s faithful care in hard times  
       led by Ken Thom 
 

Tues 22 & Thurs 24 March:   Rachel, Rahab & Jael: Unlikely heroines in salvation 
       history  led by Anne-Marie Renshaw 
 

Tues 29 & Thurs 31 March:   Esther  led by Gordon Read 
 

Tues 5 & Thurs 7 April:    Elizabeth & Mary: Bridging the gap between the old 
       and new covenants  led by Liz Mills 

 

************************* 

At the Layer end of the team, as in previous years, there will be Lent Lunches at 12 noon 
at Heath House, Layer Breton 
 

God at Work in the Lives of Women 
Tues 8 March:      Hannah: Tears, prayers and giving back to God 
 

Tues 15 March:     Ruth: God’s faithful care in hard times 
 

Tues 22 March:     Rachel, Rahab & Jael: Unlikely heroines in salvation 
       history  
 

Tues 29 March:     Esther: Courage in the face of corruption 
 

Tues 5 April:      Elizabeth & Mary: Bridging the gap between the old 
       and new covenants  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558595078?pwd=VmR1RUlUcDVuRFZFczRhYkJZZmZldz09
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1st  March: St David (Dewi Sant), guiding the Welsh 
through turbulent times 
 

On 1st March Wales celebrates its patron saint, David - or, in Welsh, Dewi or Dafydd. He 
is revered wherever Welsh people have settled. As with most figures from the so-called 
’Dark Ages’ (he lived in the sixth century), reliable details about his life are scarce, but 
there are enough for us to form a picture of a formidably austere, disciplined and 
charismatic leader, who led the Church in Wales through turbulent years and fought 
tenaciously for the faith.  

It’s likely that David was strengthened in his ministry by time spent in Ireland, where the 
Church was stronger and more confident. Early records tell of a meeting of Irish church 
leaders with three ‘Britons’, as they were described, among them ‘bishop David’. His 
mother, Non, is also celebrated as a saint in Wales, where a number of churches are 
dedicated in her name.  

That he founded a monastery at Menevia, in Pembrokeshire, seems beyond doubt. It 
later became the site of St David’s cathedral and the settlement which is now the 
smallest city in the United Kingdom. From Menevia David embarked on preaching and 
teaching missions across Wales, and probably beyond. His eloquence was legendary.  

At a famous Synod of the Church, held at a Carmarthenshire village called Brefi, he 
preached passionately against the Arian heresy - indeed, so passionately that he was 
(according to some accounts) immediately named as archbishop of Wales. The village is 
now known as Llandewi Brefi - brefi in Welsh is a hillock, and legend claims that it 
appeared miraculously in order to provide the eloquent bishop with a pulpit.  

His monks avoided wine and beer, drinking only water. Indeed, he and they lived lives of 
rigorous austerity and constant prayer, in the manner of the Desert Fathers of the 
Eastern Church. The date of David’s death is 
disputed - either 589 or 601. It wasn’t until the 
12th century that he was generally accepted as 
the patron saint of Wales, and pilgrimages to St 
David’s were highly regarded in the following 
centuries - including two made by English kings, 
William I and Henry II.  

It’s traditional for Welsh people to wear 
daffodils on St David’s Day (Gwyl Dewi Sant in 
Welsh) - but there seems no particular reason 
for it, beyond the fact that they tend to make 
their early Spring appearance round about his 
day - oh, and they look nice! 
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Churches prepare Platinum Jubilee plans 
 

Churches, Christian charities and youth organisations are working together to celebrate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the four-day Bank Holiday from 2nd to 5th June. A new 
website has been created – www.theplatinumjubilee.com –  to provide ideas and 
resources for communities to celebrate the Queen's 70 years of faith and service. 

The UK and Commonwealth will celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a four-day 
Bank Holiday from 2nd to 5th June 2022.  

HOPE Together is working with a wide range of partners to help churches around the 
Commonwealth to mark this special occasion and, in particular, to celebrate the Queen’s 
70 years of faith and service. As with the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations, HOPE 
Together and partners will provide a range of ideas and resources for communities, 
schools, churches and youth organisations. 

Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive director, says, “Churches are in an ideal place to 
bring communities together for these national celebrations.”   

HOPE’s Platinum Jubilee Highlights will include:  

A new anthem ‘Rise Up and Serve’ has been commissioned by HOPE Together and 
written by contemporary hymn writers Graham Kendrick, Mal Pope and Rend Collective 
for choirs to sing as part of the celebrations. 

70 Acts of Service – an invitation to communities to celebrate by serving others with 70 
community service ideas drawing on Stewardship’s 40 Acts 

On Her Majesty’s Service for 11-14s – youth organisations, schools and uniformed 
organisations are involved (Pais, CofE, Youth For Christ, YouthScape, The Message, Prayer 
Spaces In Schools. Girls Brigade and Boys Brigade). Resources include ideas for action 
and videos to use. 

As the four-day Bank Holiday ends at Pentecost, our partners Thy Kingdom Come are 
also providing a Cheeky Pandas film, song and book for primary school children – with 
resource packs for home/church/school and community events. 

https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=84ee139e2315761ff6cec26ab8ee64a2&lnk=1&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsvkozgrmfnqfyrovv.xln
https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1608059&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=41e27676d89f4c189764ca7cf4d101ce&lnk=6&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fddd.gsbprmtwlnxlnv.tolyzo
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17th March: St Patrick, beloved apostle to Ireland 

 

St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. If you’ve ever been in New York on St Patrick’s 
Day, you’d think he was the patron saint of New York as well... the flamboyant parade is 
full of American/Irish razzmatazz.   

It’s all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th century humble Christian who became in 
time both bishop and apostle of Ireland. Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in 
the west of England, between the Severn and the Clyde. But as a young man he was 
captured by Irish pirates, kidnapped to Ireland, and reduced to slavery. He was made to 
tend his master’s herds. 

Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer. He found God was there for him, even 
in such desperate circumstances. He spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and 
deepened, in contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not the true God”.   

Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in a dream he would soon go to his own 
country. He either escaped or was freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away and 
eventually persuaded some sailors to take him with them away from Ireland.   

After various adventures in other lands, including near-starvation, Patrick landed on 
English soil at last, and returned to his family. But he was much changed. He had enjoyed 
his life of plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his life to Christ. Patrick 
received some form of training for the priesthood, but not the higher education he really 
wanted. 

But by 435, well-educated or not, Patrick was badly needed. Palladius’ mission to the 
Irish had failed, and so the Pope sent Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his 
see at Armagh and worked principally in the north. He urged the Irish to greater 
spirituality, set up a school, and made several missionary journeys.   

Patrick’s writings are the first literature certainly identified from the British Church.  They 
reveal sincere simplicity and a deep pastoral care. He wanted to abolish paganism, 
idolatry, and was ready for imprisonment or death in the following of Christ.  

Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The principal cathedral of New York 
is dedicated to him, as, of course, is the Anglican cathedral of Dublin. 

Ash Wednesday 

This year’s Ash Wednesday Service is at  

All Saints, Great Braxted 

Wednesday 2 March 2022, 8pm 
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 Your local church: sanctuary or crime scene? 

 

Crimes which affected UK churches or other religious buildings were committed, on 
average, 12 times a day during 2020.   

Recent statistics from the Countryside Alliance list the crimes as 4,000 incidents that 
ranged from theft and vandalism (stolen headstones) to actual assault (alleged rape) and 
burglary in that year. 

Mo Metcalf-Fisher, Countryside Alliance spokesman, calls the crimes “shocking” and 
“sad”. “The church obviously wants to keep its doors open. It wants to be that sanctuary 
for people to go to, and criminals are making that incredibly difficult to carry on with.” 

Instead of sanctuary, many churches are being seen as easy targets, especially in rural 
areas. 

The figures, obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, show that the worst-hit 
areas are largely in the south-east of England. The Countryside Alliance is therefore 
urging the government to ensure that funding schemes for churches remain in place. 
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Christmas Dilemma 
 

Over Christmas, I was invited to spend two overnight stays at my sons house in Great 
Bentley. Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

I was so looking forward to it and packed my overnight bag in good time. I was also 
looking forward to seeing my eldest grandson whom I hadn’t seen in a while. It was 
lovely meeting up with my granddaughter, her husband and two little ones. Austen, who 
is 5 and baby Joy just 17 months old. They were great fun. 

As it got nearer to bedtime, I realised I’d left my overnight bag at home!  Aghh! It was far 
too late to do anything about it there and then so there I was,  no night clothes, wash 
bag or slippers. I had no decent outfits, or my lovely special Christmas jumper! What a 
dilemma! 

My granddaughter offered to lend me what she could and kindly offered to pick up my 
bag from home the following morning. It all worked out in the end.  Upon reflection 
though, I realised just how many other people were in a similar situation. No warm bed, 
no night clothes and no washing facilities! Not even a Christmas dinner to look forward 
to or the love of family and friends. 

The many folk we read and hear about who live on the streets and so many refugees all 
around us. My heart ached thinking about them and that we take so much for granted. 
I thanked God for all my everyday blessings and asked for a heart of compassion and the 
means to do what little I could to help. 

 
Love and God bless 

 
Trudy Brown.  

The soaring cost of heating our church 

Here is some chilling news about the church’s heating and electricity bills: they could be 
doubling this year. The energy crisis is hitting the UK hard, and churches are not 
protected by the domestic energy cap. 

That could leave many churches in the same plight as St George’s in Rugby, which fears it 
will have to pay £10,000 for gas and electricity in 2022 – double what it paid last year.  

Some churches have already turned off all their heating, apart from pew heaters for 
services.   
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Waiting is a common human 
experience. Our lives are 
made up of waiting that 
leads to encounter, and the 
waiting requires patience 
and humility. Milton wrote in 
his blindness, ‘They also 
serve who only stand and 
wait’ as he wondered what 
he could do for God’s 
kingdom now that his sight 
had gone. 

 

Simeon in this month’s 
painting of the ‘Presentation 
of Christ’ had been waiting. 
He belonged to a people 
who had been waiting for 
centuries. He was heir to the 
hopes and dreams of a 
nation waiting for a better 
world now that the holy city 
was in the hands of Roman 
invaders. With his people he 
clung to the hope that God 

would come to bring freedom and a new life. God’s chosen one, the Messiah, would 
bring this about. When it came, there was no fanfare, no warning, just an ordinary 
family from faraway Nazareth in the Temple, performing the religious duties for the 
firstborn son. But the waiting led to encounter, and the sight of the new-born child led 
to insight as Simeon recognised that light and salvation had at last come. 

 

Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the Christ Child in the 
Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and humility of an old man, a priest, who takes 
the babe into his arms and blesses God. It was the artist’s last painting and left 
unfinished at his death in 1669. The figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may have been 
painted by another artist at a later stage. It is the aged priest and the new-born babe 
that impress us as we look: Simeon with his venerable beard and eyes half closed, and 
the tiny child cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently with his eyes open.  
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As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about his own life? He had 
not been afraid to paint his portrait at various stages - at 21, at 35, at 53 - a total of 60 
portraits covering the span of years.  

 

In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, mouthing ‘Nunc 
dimittis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting over and the journey coming to an end, 
so that his eyes will fully close? Or will he open them to see that with the babe in his 
arms, God has more in store: the promise of a future as they step out together on a new 
journey? 

 

Picture reprinted by kind permission of the National Museum, Stockholm  
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Five famous quotes from Desmond Tutu 

 

The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around the world. Here are 
five of his more famous quotes, which show why he was so especially honoured for his 

justice and reconciliation work in South Africa. 

*** 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.”  

*** 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If 
an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the 

mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”  

*** 

“Don't raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not always lie with the 
loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always the best arbiter of 

what is right.”  

*** 

“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering - remembering and not using your 
right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning. And the remembering part is 

particularly important. Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 

*** 

“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different precisely in order 
to realise our need of one another.”  

First time buyers 

The so-called ‘bank of mum and dad’ hit a new high in lending last year. Parents who 
helped their offspring to buy a first home gave them an average of £58,000. Nationally, 
that meant that parents loaned out about £9.8 billion, according to the estate agent 
Savills. 

The level of first-time buyers who rely on family funding is now at its highest since 2013.   
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The Rules of Marriage 
With Valentines Day in mind….. 

Here are the real-life answers from a group of children: 
 

How do you decide who to marry? 
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like 
it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming. - Alan, age 10 
 

No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God decides it 
all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. - Kirsten, age 10 
 
What is the right age to get married? 
23 is the best age because you’ll have known the person FOREVER by then. - Camille, 
age 10 
 

No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. - Freddie, age 6  
 
How can a stranger tell if two people are married? 
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids. 
 - Derrick, age 8 
 
What do you think your Mum and Dad have in common?  
Both don't want any more kids. - Lori, age 8 
 
What do most people do on a date?   
Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even 
boys have something to say if you listen long enough. - Lynnette, age 8 
 

On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested 
enough to go for a second date. - Martin, age 10 
 
What would you do on a first date that was turning sour? 
I'd run home and play dead. The next day I would call all the newspapers and make sure 
they wrote about me in all the dead columns. - Craig, age 9 
 
When is it okay to kiss someone? 
When they're rich. - Pam, age 7 
 

The law says you have to be 18, so I wouldn't want to mess with that. - Curt, age 7 
 

If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with them. It's the right 
thing to do. - Howard, age 8 
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Is it better to be single or married? 
 I don't know which is better, but I'll tell you one thing. I'm never going to have sex with 
my wife. I don't want to be all grossed out. - Theodore, age 8 
 

It's better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone to clean up after 
them.  - Anita, age 9  
 
How would the world be different if people didn’t get married? 
 There sure would be a lot of kids to explain, wouldn't there? - Kelvin, age 8 
 
And the #1 Favourite is........ 
 
How would you make a marriage work? 
Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a lorry. - Ricky, age 10 

 

60 years since America first orbited Earth 

It was 60 years ago, on 20th February 1962, that John Glenn became the first American 
astronaut to orbit the Earth. He made three orbits in the space capsule Friendship 7, 
which he named himself. 

The three circles of the globe – which lasted just under five hours – made the 
Presbyterian Christian a hero and a household name – but he was not the first man in 
space. He was preceded by two Russians, Yuri Gagarin and Gherman Titov, in April and 
August 1961. 

The American launch was postponed four times because of mechanical issues and 
uncertain weather, and the flight was not without its frightening moments. An apparent 
problem with the heat shield necessitated a change in plans during the flight, but this 
turned out to be a relatively insignificant sensor problem.  

Glenn was one of the first US astronauts – the Mercury Seven – who were immortalised 
in Thomas Wolfe’s 1979 book, The Right Stuff, which became a film and more recently a 
TV series.  

Glenn, who represented Ohio as a Democratic senator for 25 years from 1974, returned 
to space in 1998 aboard the space shuttle Discovery, making him the oldest person to fly 
in space. That mission’s main aim was to study the effects of space flight on older 
people. He died in 2016, aged 95. 

Glenn said that seeing the Earth from orbit stirred in him a tremendous sense of wonder 
that strengthened his faith, adding: “To look out at this kind of creation out here and not 
believe in God is to me impossible.”  
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TIPTREE HISTORY AND COMMUNITY DAY 

 

Saturday 7th May 2022 

 

In 2019 the Friends of St Luke’s in conjunction with Farleigh Hospice 
organised a very successful History and Community Day where we in-

vited Community Groups to showcase the work they do within the 
Tiptree Area. 

 

Over the last two years we have had many restrictions placed on our 
lives and many changes have taken place within our community 

which has meant we have lost some of our marvellous community 
groups but we have also seen new ones created. 

 

On this Saturday in May we invite as many Community Groups as 
would like to, to have a display showcasing the work of their group, 
when they meet etc.  We are hoping you will obtain new members 

from this and ensure the future of your group. 

 

We are also hoping to have a talk by our local historian Elaine Bam-
ford and performances by local musicians. 

 

A day not to be missed. 

 

For further information please do contact  

Sheila Gunson on 01621 816084 
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 

for your meeting, group or event 

Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  

01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 

Wi-fi available for  

group leaders or speakers  

(discuss your needs when  
 

booking)            

Covid 19:   All hirers are asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid 

Bookings Policy when on the premises. 

The extension has seen a number of 

improved facilities including a separate 

new entrance for all users, additional 

toilets, storage space and an enlarged 

kitchen.   Now we are able to re open 

following the Covid19 pandemic why not 

use us for your meeting, group or event? 
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St Luke’s Sunday Club 

Due to the numbers of children and also of adult helpers, we are going to be running the 

Sunday Club for the primary age group just once a month. This will normally be on the 

third Sunday of the month. We will increase the focus on crafts and also have a story, 

and we will try where possible to use the sessions to build on the materials used at 

Messy Church. The dates for the next few months will be: 

20th February 

20th March 

No Sunday club in April as 17th April is Easter Sunday 

15th May 

19th June 

17th July 
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH SCHOOL 

Harvest Service 
The Year 5 children, with Mrs Cairey taking the lead, created a thoughtful Harvest 
Festival for the whole school and year 5 parents. The service included songs, poetry, 
wishes for the world and readings.  

Harvest Donations- Supporting the local Food Bank 
Reverend Anne- Marie Renshaw and the church volunteers would like to extend a thank 
you to the families of St. Luke’s for their generous donations for our Harvest Festival. 
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Nativity 
Sunflower, Almond, Lily and Pine Class put on an amazing performance of Higgledy, 
Piggledy Nativity which wowed their parents and relations! It was fantastic to be able to 
perform a nativity ‘live’ after previous Covid- 19 restrictions. A huge thank you to Mrs 
Spicer for coordinating the performance, Mrs Beadle and Mrs Selfe for the scenery and 
all the other teachers and staff for their support.  
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Christmas Tree Festival Pictures 
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Diocesan Lent Modules 
2022 

For more details, course content, costs, dates, other information and the booking form  
go to https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/lent-modules or contact 

Diane Hardy at the Diocesan Office, 53 New Street Chelmsford CM1 1AT 
Tel: 01245 294449 email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org 

**** 

Module Lent 1- Christ Pictured  (on Zoom) 
PURPOSE 
To explore how artists represent Jesus as human and divine and what that means to us.  
There will be a mixture of input from tutors, discussion and contemplation. 

**** 
Module Lent 2 - Journey to the Empty Tomb 

Based on the book by Paula Gooder (on Zoom) 
PURPOSE  
It is aimed at all who wish to gain a fuller understanding of the Bible's key themes and 
subjects. 

**** 
Module Lent 3 

Hope for Tomorrow 
PURPOSE 
To share stories from scientific, medical and technological frontlines and to engage with 
them by drawing upon the overarching story of the Bible. 

**** 
Module Lent 4 

The history, beliefs and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses  
PURPOSE 
The Watchtower Society has recently moved their headquarters from Mill Hill in North 
London to the Chelmsford area. The higher visibility that this gives the organisation of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in this area presents many questions which the course will seek to 
explore. 

**** 
Module Lent 5 

The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination (on Zoom)                              
PURPOSE  
This is a theology course to discuss and learn about the reformed doctrine of Predestina-
tion. We will explore its history, its theology and its practical application for the believer. 
We will look at objections to the doctrine and seek to understand these objections in the 
light of scripture.  We will also explore the main points of reformed theology. 

**** 

Continued…. 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/lent-modules
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Diocesan Lent Courses  -  continued 
 

Module Lent 6 
Perspectives on Salvation 

PURPOSE 
This course will reflect on salvation, Christ’s work of death and resurrection, exploring 
contrasting images and themes, biblical and historical. 

**** 
Module Lent 7 

I Believe in the Resurrection (on Zoom) 
PURPOSE  
To put the physical resurrection of the dead back onto the Christian agenda, rather than 
the vague “going to heaven” in popular thought. 
 

To dispel some of the myths of an afterlife at the end of a tunnel or sitting on a park 
bench, which often surface during bereavement visiting and funeral preparation; & To 
see Jesus’ resurrection as the model for our resurrection. 

**** 
Module Lent 8 

The Development of Holy Communion  
From the Latin Mass to Common Worship 

PURPOSE 
To trace the development of Holy Communion from the pre-Reformation Latin Mass 
through the English Prayer Books of 1549, 1552 and 1662 to Common Worship. 

**** 
Module Lent 9 

Render unto Caesar 
PURPOSE 
This course will give participants a glimpse into the relationship between Church and 
State before the Reformation. It is the continuation of the course begun in 2020, but it 
will not be necessary to have attended that course to benefit, as the first session will re-
visit much of the material then covered. 

**** 
Module Lent 10 

“W@W” - Witnessing in the World of Work  
equipping effective everyday evangelism (on Zoom) 

PURPOSE 
W@W aims to investigate the theory and practice of active Christian witness in today’s 
workplace.  Its purpose it to better equip Christian witness in an agnostic and atheist at-
mosphere, and in one where witness involves interaction with other active faith systems. 
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All in the month of February 
It was:  

70 years ago, on 6th Feb 1952 that Princess Elizabeth ascended the throne following the 
death of her father, King George VI. She was in Kenya at the time and became the first 

Sovereign in over 200 years to accede while abroad. 
*** 

75 years ago, on 7th Feb 1947 that the first of the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in caves in 
Khirbat Qumran (now in the West Bank, Palestine). 

*** 
50 years ago, on 18th Feb 1972 that the House of Commons voted narrowly in favour  

(by eight votes) of joining the Common Market (now the European Union). 
*** 

20 years ago, on 19th Feb 2002 that NASA’s Mars Odyssey space probe began mapping 
the surface of Mars using a variety of imaging systems.  It later discovered huge 

reservoirs of underground ice. 
*** 

60 years ago, on 20th Feb 1962 that John Glenn became the first American astronaut to 
orbit the Earth.  He made three orbits in the space capsule Friendship 7. 

*** 
90 years ago, on 27th Feb 1932 that British physicist James Chadwick announced his 

discovery of the neutron subatomic particle in the journal Nature.  He was awarded the 
1935 Nobel Prize for Physics for his discovery. 

 

All in the month of March 
It was:  

320 years ago on 8th Mar 1702 that Anne became Queen of Britain after William III died 
in a riding accident. He was thrown from his horse after it stumbled on a molehill  

*** 
160 years ago on 10th March 1862 that the first issue of U.S. government paper money 

occurred as $5, $10 and $20 bills began circulation.  
*** 

215 years ago on 25th March 1807 that the British Parliament abolished the slave trade 
following a long campaign against it by Quakers and others. 

*** 
120 years ago on 26th March 1902 that the British imperialist Cecil John Rhodes died in 

Cape Town aged 48. Rhodes who controlled 90% of the world’s diamond production, was 
influential in establishing the British crown in South Africa and Rhodesia   

*** 
110 years ago on 28th March 1912 that both the Oxford and the Cambridge boats sank 

in the annual Varsity boat race.  
*** 

 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Queen-Anne/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Cecil-Rhodes/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Oxford-City-of-Dreaming-Spires/
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Wordsearch 
February is the month of romance. Millions of Valentine cards will be sent in the next 
week or two, as we celebrate our romantic love for that special person in our lives. But 
there are other kinds of love to celebrate, and on Candlemas we remember Mary and 
Joseph taking their baby son to the temple to present Him to God. Jesus’ whole life was a 
loving present to us from God.  Through His death for us on the cross, and His 
resurrection, His love can now transform anyone’s life. Romance can die, but God’s love 
for us is always there. But it won’t do us much good – unless we accept it! 

Valentine 
Rose 
Romance 
Love 

Present 
Restaurant 
Hearts 
Kiss  

worship 
repentance 
angels 
baby 

temple 
Mary 
Candlemas 
presentation 

hug 
girlfriend 
boyfriend 
fiancé 
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Our page 



31 

 



32 

 

FRIENDS OF ST LUKE’S 
 

EVENTS 2022 
 

 

Table Top Sale Saturday 19th February 10am 

*** 

Pancakes and Puddings Saturday                                                                                               
26th February 6.30pm 

*** 

Quiz Night with BBC Essex Presenters Steve Scrutton  

and Ian Wyatt  Saturday 12th March 7.30pm 

*** 

Community History Day Saturday May 7th 

*** 

Concert with U3A and Baynards School  

Sunday July 10th 

*** 

Quiz Night Saturday 1st October 

*** 

 

For further information please either contact  

Sheila Gunson on 01621 816084 or 

look on the weekly newsletter. 
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Baptisms 
21 November George Shakespear    Great Braxted 
21 November Alexandra Baker & Lachlan Baker St Luke’s 
 
Funerals 
24 November Valentine Bell     Inworth 
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Crossword 

What a tree can do for you 
Trees can help prevent you getting depressed. At least, you are less likely to be on 
antidepressants if you live on a tree-lined street. 

That is the finding of a survey by the Forestry Commission, which looked for the first 
time at the mental health value of our forests and woodlands. Apparently, they save the 
NHS something like £185million in antidepressants each year. 

A spokesman at Mind, the mental health charity, said: “Although many of us feel like 
hibernating in winter, getting outside in green spaces and making the most of the little 
daylight we get can really benefit both your physical and mental health.” 
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Across 
1   ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 
4   ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6) 
7   The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 
8   He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was brought 
 back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 
9   Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8) 
13  Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3) 
16  What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4) 
17  Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1) 
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’  
 (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3) 
24  Simon had (anag.) (8) 
25  Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 
26  Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before 
 opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 
27  The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this 
 (Daniel 2:32) (6) 
 

Down 
1   ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 
2   Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 
3   ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put 
 him!’ (John 20:2) (5) 
4   Belief (5) 
5   ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4) 
6   ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5) 
10  A seer (anag.) (5) 
11  ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 
12  The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people  
 (Colossians 3:11) (9) 
14  Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 
16  Across, — and Dolls (4) 
15  The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4) 
18  ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his 
 hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebel  
 lion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house  
 (Hebrews 11:31) (5) 
22  ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1 
 Corinthians 13:13) (4) 
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’  
 (Daniel 5:26) (4) 
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On how to survive a residential conference  

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do 
not be deluded into thinking that conferences are there 
to teach you anything. Conferences exist to provide 
another entry on your CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself that you are 
working, and to make the person leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless. 
 

As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled ‘Learning how to say 
no.’ But I refused to attend, thereby proving that I didn’t need it anyway.    
 

There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, about half the 
attendees will have been together only the previous week attending another conference 
in another part of the country. They will be eager, enthusiastic, and overflowing with 
management platitudes. Avoid them at all costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect 
the unexpected’ you have my permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected 
that! 
 

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing 
yourselves to everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was obliged to do this, I 
became a butcher specialising in exporting offal to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical 
colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for the wrong course and the leader 
will make sure that you are not asked another single question throughout the event. Both 
outcomes are satisfying. 
 

Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it 
means that the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next. Do not, at 
all costs, volunteer to be chairman. It only means that when you have to report back – 
and if the leaders use the word ‘plenary’, then by all means contemplate strangling them 
also - you will be involved in sticking sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off 
the wallpaper when you try to remove them.  
 

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try to use will 
be empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group had arrived at will be 
volubly contradicted by all the other members. 
 

No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough claret to 
cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while enabling you to 
attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the rest of the day. You will 
leave having learned as much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, but you will 
return refreshed and eager to make the next booking. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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St Luke’s Ladies Group 
 

 

 

 

 

Various local charities are supported every year.   

Look out for details about outings on the noticeboards.   

 
 

 

WE MEET IN THE HALL IN THE EXTENSION, 3rd 

THURSDAY IN THE MONTH at 8.00pm, ADMISSION 

£3·00.  INCLUDES RAFFLE & REFRESHMENTS 
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any 
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just  

turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink  
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership  

is just £30.  
See the church notice board for our events in 2022  

 
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will  

introduce you to some of our members 
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586 

 

 
Covid-19 
We are not currently supplying nibbles so please 
bring your own. Face masks are no longer 
mandatory but feel free to wear one if you wish. 
We are seating 4 persons to a table & there is a 
good amount of space between tables. Windows 
are opened to allow air into the room. If possible 
we are asking people to do a Lateral Flow Test 
before attending the meeting. You will NOT be 
asked for any proof of this or your Covid Vaccine 
certificate.  
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Smile 
The end? 

A local priest and pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a sign that said, "The 
End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it's too late!"  

"Leave us alone, you religious nuts!" yelled the first driver as he sped by. Then from 
around the curve they heard a big splash. 

"Do you think," said one clergyman to the other, "we should just put up a sign that says 
'bridge out' instead?" 

*** 
Winter travel 

A government warning said that anyone travelling in icy conditions should take: shovel, 
blankets, sleeping bag, scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply of food and drink, de-icer, 
rock salt, torch, spare batteries, road flares, reflective triangles, tow rope, a five gallon 
petrol jerrycan, first aid kit, and jump leads. So ... I looked a complete pratt on the bus 

this morning! 
*** 

A church pewsheet reported that Mr and Mrs Brown had left for a ten-day motor trip, 
and that their two young daughters were starving with relations during their absence. 

*** 
A rather pompous minister asked his confirmation class: “Why do people call me a 

Christian?”   
After some hesitation one lad ventured: “Perhaps because they don’t know you?” 

*** 
Spotted on a church notice board: 

When you were born, your mother brought you here. 
When you were married, your partner brought you here. 

When you die, your family will bring you here. 
In the meantime, why not try coming on your own sometimes? 

*** 
Forgiveness 

A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “Can anyone tell me what you must do 
before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?”   

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy ventured: 
“Sin?”  

*** 
Say it with flowers 

A man stopped by his local florist shop to buy flowers for his new girlfriend on 
Valentine's Day. He asked the proprietor, "You know the expression, 'Say it with 

flowers'?" 
"I do indeed!” the florist enthused. “How about three dozen of my finest roses?"  
The man hesitated. "No, make it just a half dozen roses. I'm a man of few words." 

*** 
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Christians in England and Wales now less than 51 per cent 

The number of Christians in England and Wales has fallen to 51 per cent of the 
population, from the 59 per cent recorded in the 2011 Census.  

The latest figures from the Office for National Statistics have revealed just over half the 
population in England and Wales described their religion as Christian in 2019.  

This coincides with an increase in the number of those not adhering to any religion, 
which has grown from 32.3 per cent in 2011 to 38.4 per cent now. 

Of those with no religion, 53 per cent are aged between 20 to 29-years-olds followed by 
those aged between 30 to 39-year-olds with 46 per cent. 

Young adults are therefore the smallest proportion of Christians, with only 35 per cent of 
20 to 29-year-olds adhering to Christianity as their religion.  

This compared to 60 per cent of 60 to 69-year-olds, 74 per cent of 70 to 79-year-olds, 
and 81 per cent of those aged 80 and over. 

Although the results of the 2021 Census are due to be published, the Office for National 
Statistics has revealed data showing that “no religion” was the second most common 
response in 2019.  

Reacting to the figures, Dave Male, the Church of England’s director of evangelism and 
discipleship told the Telegraph: “It’s encouraging that in an age where people are less 
likely to [class] themselves as ‘Christian’, more than half the population still do.  

“We know from research that there is a willingness among younger generations to 
engage with faith and, for people of all ages, the need for meaning and answers in life 
hasn’t stopped.” 

Why you should do housework  
Now here is a great reason to do some housework: older people who regularly do 
household chores have better memory and attention spans than those who avoid 
domestic duties. 

Not only that, but housework is linked to superior leg strength in people over 65.That 
means their risk of a fall is reduced. 

The study, published in BMJ Open, found that a combination of light housework, such as 
washing up, dusting, making the bed, hanging out laundry, ironing and cooking – and 
heavy housework, such as window cleaning, changing bedding, vacuuming, washing the 
floor, and chores involving sawing, repairing or painting, “was associated with higher 
cognitive function” among older people, who showed up to 14 per cent higher attention 
span scores than older people who did not do housework.   
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

It’s time for a cat’s eye view of SESAW with a story just as good as Ken’s dog-tale last 
month. 
 

We recently had the delightful experience of reuniting with his owner, a cat that was 
missing for about eighteen months. Kind people fed him until new neighbours realised 
he belonged to no one nearby. They asked Mother to check him for a microchip – and he 
was reunited with one happy owner who had given up hope of seeing their beloved pet 
again. 
 

If you befriend a stray please ask a vet or rescue centre to scan for a chip and have your 
own cats microchipped, we are just as important to our humans as dogs are to their 
owners. Speaking of canines, we have a friendly pair of seven year old dogs looking for a 
home where they can be absolutely spoilt. 
 

Dougie and Hazel love their cuddles but tend to tell other dogs off so would be better as 
the only pets. Hazel is rather bossy and Dougie's sight is poor but that does not stop him, 
although sometimes he returns from walks in someone’s arms! If you can offer this 
delightful twosome a loving home with a very secure garden, please phone for an 
appointment to meet them. 
 

That’s enough from me, rest assured the chatty Chihuahua will be back next time, 
hopefully having learned that people sometimes need to read the feline point of view 
and a prime example of the superior species is me, Ollie (the Black) Cat. 
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Reg.Charity No.1124029. Stoke Road, 
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 

Hazel & Dougie 

https://www.sesaw.co.uk/
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council 
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


